
	

ISCA: Scotland – celebrate the New Year with old friends! 
27 December 2018 – 6 January 2019 

Dear Parents, Teachers and ISCA 2017 Students, 

It seems strange to think that only 4 months ago we were exploring the wonders of British 
culture and history together. Whether it was walking in Nelson’s footsteps on the decks of 
HMS Victory, or acting out Romeo and Juliet at The Globe Theatre, I am sure you all have 
unique memories of what was a fantastic three weeks. Of course we must thank the parents, 
grandparents and others who made this trip possible for our 278 students. We hope you 
enjoyed hearing of the students’ adventures during the three weeks, as well as all the places 
they visited and (perhaps) all the shopping they did! Most importantly though thank you for 
trusting us with your child and for making this program possible.  
 
Our 35th Summer Program heralded the arrival of many new aspects to the program – ‘The 
Independent’ newsletter that all the students contributed to, the new workshops on the 
places we were visiting, ‘The ISCA Explorer’ which I hope parents have had a chance to look 
at, and the redesigned student booklets with stamps to collect at various different locations. 
We always wanted ISCA 2017 to be special and, despite some of the worst July weather we 
have ever experienced in England (it genuinely doesn’t usually rain that much!), each 
student and teacher made sure that it was a truly wonderful three weeks.  
 
As the program came to a close on the final evening, we were delighted to announce a very 
special opportunity that will only be open to those students who participated in our 35th 
Summer Program – ISCA: Scotland. This 11-day program will run over the New Year period in 
December 2018 and you are all invited.  
 
This shorter program will take in the best parts of Scottish history and culture. We will be 
based at the oldest boarding school in Scotland, Loretto School, just 8 miles outside of 
Edinburgh. The trip will allow students to visit Edinburgh, experience the Scottish Highlands 
and Lochs, visit the English/Scottish borders during a trip to Alnwick Castle (Hogwarts in the 
first two Harry Potter films), see the home of golf and the historic University at St Andrews, 
learn about the history of William Wallace and Robert the Bruce in Stirling, step foot onboard 
the Queen’s Royal Yacht Britannia and even take in a traditional winter play at the theatre! 
Scotland really does have so much to offer. 
 
However, what makes ISCA: Scotland special is the time of year - New Year or Hogmanay to 
use the Scottish term. We will take part in the world-famous Torchlight Procession in 
Edinburgh on 30 December. On 31 December students and teachers will dress up for a 
formal Hogmanay Gala Dinner (don’t worry you don’t have to eat Haggis!), before taking 
part in a traditional Scottish Ceilidh dance – provided by a fantastic live Scottish band. As we 
approach midnight we will look to the sky for what is sure to be a magnificent firework 
display as we welcome in 2019!  
 
This is not a program for individual schools but rather for one ISCA group from the 2017 
program. Our most experienced international teachers from schools in Argentina, Brazil, 
Peru and the USA will be chaperoning the students on their flight to Edinburgh. Once the 
students and chaperones land in Scotland they will be met by many of the senior ISCA Staff 
who worked at Wellington and Charterhouse this summer. The program will then run as one 



	

ISCA group. So it doesn’t matter if your school has 1 student, or 20 students, everyone will be 
together as one group. 
 
We will be holding informational meetings in February (USA) and March (Argentina, Brazil 
and Peru) for all our ISCA 2017 friends and I hope to see many of you there. This will not just 
be a presentation on Scotland but also a wonderful chance to catch-up and share stories of 
our memories from July 2017. Your group leader will be in touch with more information on 
the date and time of this meeting.  
 
The best part of the ISCA program has always been the friendships the students make 
during the three weeks. Indeed, as I am sure you have heard, on the last day the tears are 
flowing and no one wants to leave their new friends. This short Hogmanay program is 
designed to offer something special to our ISCA 2017 students and an opportunity for them 
to further these crucial relationships with their new friends from all over the globe.  
 
We are very aware that this program will not be possible for everyone and are taking every 
step possible to keep the costs of such a program down. Our final price will be confirmed in 
February but parents should expect it to be around 65% of the cost of the summer program. 
There are two Christmas periods between now and the program, as well as two birthdays, 
and perhaps these can be used as ways of providing this unique and special opportunity. 
 
We are delighted to present the provisional itinerary for ISCA: Scotland as well as some 
introductory information. I look forward to seeing many of you when I visit our ISCA 2017 
schools in the New Year.    
 
With all best wishes, 
 

 
 
Luke Liddle 
Managing Director 
ISCA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to ISCA: Scotland 
 

*  *  * 
 
 

 
Edinburgh Castle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Welcome to ISCA: Scotland 
 
It is with great pleasure that I can introduce you to our new 
program, ISCA: Scotland. ISCA 2017 was our 35th Summer 
Program. To celebrate this, we are delighted to offer our 2017 
students a unique, new and exciting opportunity to 
experience Scotland at New Year, the best time to immerse 
yourself in true Scottish culture. Several events in Scottish 
history have had huge influence on the history and culture 
our students learnt about in England. Scotland is therefore a 
natural progression to allow them to gain an even greater 
understanding of British history and culture. What’s more, ISCA is all about making global 
relationships. This program is a chance for the students to reconnect with old friends, and 
reaffirms the importance of being global citizens. 
 
ISCA: Scotland will run from our wonderful new campus, Loretto School, 8 miles away from 
Edinburgh on the East Lothian coastline, allowing us easy access to the best historic and 
cultural sights. Each student will be chaperoned by one of our experienced international 
faculty on their flights to and from their home country and, once in Scotland, we will form 
one ISCA group led by the senior ISCA UK Faculty, maintaining a 1:4 staff-student ratio. This 
is therefore not a school-led program but rather one for all those who participated in ISCA 
2017. It is our hope that this will allow students to participate even if there is not a large 
group attending from their school.    
 
On visiting Scotland for the first time in 1842 Queen Victoria wrote in her diary, “The view of 
Edinburgh from the road is quite enchanting: it is, as Albert said, fairy-like and what you would 
only imagine as a thing to dream of, or see in a picture”. This enchantment is what our 
students will experience during ISCA: Scotland. They will explore the streets of Edinburgh’s 
Old Town, see the imposing site of Edinburgh Castle standing at the top of the Royal Mile, 
marvel at the beauty of the Scottish Lochs, experience the wilderness of the Highlands and 
then truly understand why Queen Victoria, and each Monarch since, call Balmoral Castle, in 
the heart of the Scottish Highlands, their one true home.  
 
I am delighted to present this unique opportunity to our 2017 students, and hope to see 
many of you in Scotland in December 2018! 
 
Luke Liddle 
ISCA Managing Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Our Campus – Loretto School 

Loretto School is the oldest boarding school in Scotland, founded in 1827. Today it is 

one of the leading co-educational boarding and day schools for boys and girls aged 

3-18.  

 

We are delighted 

to be able to offer 

our students the 

opportunity to 

stay at this 

prestigious 

Scottish boarding 

school, on the edge of the beautiful East Lothian coastline.  

 

Loretto’s History 

Reverend Thomas Langhorne founded Loretto School in 1827. He named the school 

after Loretto House, his then home, which was itself named after a medieval chapel 

dedicated to Our Lady of Loreto, which had formerly stood on the site of the school. 

In the years that followed, the campus grew. One addition to the campus was Pinkie 

House. Pinkie House was originally built in the 14th century and then extended in the 

17th century to become Scotland’s finest renaissance villa. The most superior rooms 

in Pinkie House are the King’s rooms, so called because King Charles I spent three 

years living there in his youth.  

 

Today the school is made up of 

three parts – the Nursery School, 

the Junior School and the Senior 

School. Students will have the 

opportunity to marvel in its 

history, explore the picturesque 

grounds, and learn about British 

culture, sport, and history at a quintessentially Scottish boarding school.  

 

 



	

Location 

Loretto is located 8 miles away from Edinburgh, on the East Lothian coastline. 

Loretto School’s impressive buildings are surrounded by 85 acres of grounds, 

extensive sporting facilities and beautiful woodlands. In addition, the Scottish town 

of Musselburgh, which students will get to visit, and the stunning beaches looking 

out over the Firth of Forth are just a short walk away. 

 

All travel will be on 

private buses and 

Loretto is 30 minutes 

away from Edinburgh 

and under two hours 

from our furthest 

destination, Loch 

Lomond – the Queen of 

Scottish Lochs. This campus allows us to have a true boarding school experience, 

whilst still being conveniently located for each cultural and historic sight we visit. 

 

Accommodation 
During the program 

ISCA will take over 2 of 

the 6 boarding houses, 

Balcarres House and 

Holm House. Both 

boarding houses have 

been recently 

modernised. Students 

will have either their 

own room or a twin room. Indoor facilities include large Common Rooms with PC 

facilities, Wifi, TV rooms, kitchens – where we will host The Great ISCA Bake-Off - 

and table tennis tables. Students’ laundry will also be done during the program.  

 

In addition, the location of these houses, in our own area of the Loretto School 

grounds, allows us to be self-contained during the 11-day program. This gives our 



	

students the freedom of this fantastic campus, whilst retaining a safe and secure 

environment.  

 

We are pleased to have our own private dining room for the ISCA students. The 

Loretto catering team will provide a number of different options for our students 

throughout the program, as well as a special formal dinner menu for the Hogmanay 

festivities.   

 

Sports Facilities 
Loretto has exceptional sports facilities, with a sports hall set up for basketball, 

badminton and football, floodlit tennis courts and hockey pitches, netball courts, 

squash courts and extensive playing fields for rugby, football and cricket. These 

facilities will be available for us to use during the program.  

 

Your 11-day adventure 

The program will be focused around notable Scottish historical figures which 

include William Wallace, Robert the Bruce, Mary Queen of Scots and King James VI 

of Scotland (who became King James I of England). In addition, we will visit many of 

the cultural sites that have defined Scottish identity such as Edinburgh’s UNESCO 

World Heritage Old and New Towns, the Highlands and Loch Lomond.  

 

Below you will see the full itinerary for ISCA: Scotland: 

 

 

 



	

 

 
 

ISCA: Scotland - Hogmanay 2018/19 
Provisional Itinerary 

 
Friday   am  Arrive Edinburgh - Transfers to campus – Activities  
28 December  pm  Campus Orientation - Visit Musselburgh & beaches 

evening Welcome & Introduction to ISCA: Scotland  
 
Saturday  am  Edinburgh – Edinburgh Castle  
29 December  pm  Edinburgh Old Town Walk – Palace of Holyroodhouse  
   evening Free - Voluntary Activities & Sports - Movie 
 
Sunday  am  St Andrews – Explore University, Cathedral & Castle  
30 December pm  St Andrews West Sands Beach – Chariots of Fire 
   evening Edinburgh - Torchlight Procession to Calton Hill - Fireworks 
 
Monday   am  The Scottish Borders – Jedburgh - Abbey 
31 December  pm  Alnwick Castle  

evening Hogmanay Formal Dinner – Ceilidh Dancing - Fireworks 
 
Tuesday  am  New Year’s Day – Arthur’s Seat 
1 January  pm  On-Campus Activities – Mini Highland Games - Movies 
   evening The Great ISCA Bake off - Traditional Games Evening  
 
Wednesday  am  Loch Lomond – Loch Cruise  
2 January  pm  West Loch Lomond Cycle Path  
   evening Edinburgh Night Tour – Castle & Old Town 
 
Thursday  am  Stirling - Stirling Castle – Battle of Bannockburn 
3 January   pm  Wallace Monument – Falkirk: The Kelpies 

evening Theatre  
 
Friday   am  Edinburgh - Royal Yacht Britannia 
4 January  pm  Edinburgh New Town – Princes Street Gardens 
   evening End of Program Presentation and Prizegiving  
 
Saturday  am   End of Program – Transfers to airport 
5 January   



	

Edinburgh Castle – Edinburgh Castle is built upon a 700-million-year old extinct 

volcano called Castle Rock. Since the 12th century the castle has been a royal 

residence, a prison and an army garrison. It is the most important castle in Scotland 

and has been the centre of numerous battles, having been attacked and besieged 

many times. Today it dominates the city skyline as an impressive national 

monument, museum and popular tourist attraction, as well as being home to the 

Stone of Scone. 

 

Palace of Holyroodhouse – 

Queen Elizabeth II’s official 

residence in Scotland, this 

fine palace is closely 

associated with Scotland’s 

rich history. Home to Mary, Queen of Scots in the 16th century we can explore her 

historic chambers where she witnessed the brutal murder of her secretary Rizzio, by 

her jealous husband Lord Darnley. This led to Mary’s downfall, with her successor 

King James VI of Scotland finally uniting the Scottish and English Crowns.  

 

St Andrews – In the 11th Century St Andrews was the most important centre of 

pilgrimage in medieval Scotland, with relics of Saint Andrew housed in the tower of 

St Rule’s Church. Today it is home to the third oldest university in the English-

speaking world, the University of St Andrews, and is known worldwide as the ‘home 

of golf’. You will explore the ruins of St Andrews Castle, St Andrews Cathedral and 

St Rule’s Tower, marvel at the beauty of the pristine golf courses and re-enact the 

Chariots of Fire scene on the 2-mile stretch of West Sands Beach! 

 

Alnwick Castle – We will venture into 

the Scottish Borders where the Scots 

and the English have fought over 

territory for centuries. The ownership 

of this land has been disputed since AD 

122 when the Romans built Hadrian’s 

Wall to protect their land from the Picts, an ancient Scottish tribe. We will visit 

Alnwick Castle, the seat of the Duke of Northumberland for over 700 years and the 

set of the first two Harry Potter films.  



	

Arthur’s Seat – Arthur’s Seat is a 251-metre ancient volcano which is only a short 

walk away from the Palace of Holyroodhouse. We will climb to the top of Arthur’s 

Seat to experience the magnificent views of Edinburgh, the Forth of Firth and 

beyond.  

 

Loch Lomond – Known as the 

‘Queen of Scottish Lochs’, Loch 

Lomond is celebrated for its 

spectacular natural beauty. We will 

take a boat along this fresh water 

loch and even have the chance to 

cycle around Scotland’s first 

national park, taking in the breath-

taking views of the tallest mountain in the Trossachs, Ben Lomond, and the 

picturesque lakeside villages of Luss and Balloch.  

 

Edinburgh Old Town – We will walk along Edinburgh Old Town’s maze of narrow 

wynds and cobbled streets following the length of the Royal Mile - home of the 

city’s main historical sights - to 

learn the secrets of Edinburgh’s 

Old Town.  

 

Stirling Castle – Strategically 

positioned at the ‘Gateway to the 

Highlands’ Stirling is one of 

Scotland’s greatest and most 

important castles. We will step inside this magnificent fortress and discover the 

importance it had as a royal residence and as a military stronghold in the Wars of 

Scottish Independence.  

   

Bannockburn – On the 24 June 1314, the King of Scots, Robert the Bruce, led an army 

to victory against the English King, Edward II, at the Battle of Bannockburn. This 

battle was a significant Scottish victory in the First War of Scottish Independence. 

We will visit the battlefield and learn about Scotland’s great warrior king.  

 



	

The National Wallace Monument – Positioned above the fields where William 

Wallace led his troops to victory at The Battle of Stirling Bridge, this famous 

landmark recounts the story of 

Scotland’s National Hero. We will 

climb the 246 steps to the top of 

the tower and follow the story of 

William Wallace at each level of 

the monument. 

 

The Kelpies – Standing 30 metres 

tall, these extraordinary horse-head sculptures celebrate the working horses that 

pulled the ploughs, wagons and barges that forged the Industrial Revolution. Made 

from stainless steel The Kelpies represent the transition of Scotland’s industrial past 

to today’s investment in recreation and tourism.  

 

Theatre – A trip to Scotland over New Year is not complete without going to see a 

festive theatre production or pantomime. Whether it’s ‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘Elf The 

Musical’, ‘The Snowman’ or ‘The Nutcracker’, a trip to the Theatre is a must-do. 

 

Royal Yacht Britannia – Step aboard Britannia, 

The Queen’s floating palace. Decommissioned 

in 1997, you can now explore the Royal Yacht’s 

five decks, from the State Dining Room where 

world leaders and Kings and Queens were 

entertained, to the Engine Room which 

powered Britannia over 1,000,000 miles 

around the world during 44 years of service. 

 

Princes Street Gardens – Sitting in the shadow of Edinburgh Castle, Princes Street 

Gardens is the best known park in Edinburgh. Within the beautiful gardens are many 

statues and monuments. One of the most recognisable is the Scott Monument, 

commemorating the author Sir Walter Scott. At 61.11 metres tall it is the largest 

memorial to a writer in the world.  


